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SUBJECT: AMERICAN PROFESSOR'S PLANNED TRAVEL TO NORTH KOREA 

REF: STATE 165954 

1 . PROFESSOR YOUNG C. KIM CALLED AT USLO LAST WEEK TO 
DISCUSS HIS PLANS FOR TRAVEL TO NORTH KOREA. 

2. KIM SAID THAT ON HIS TWO PREVIOUS TRIPS TO PYONGYANG 
IN THE FALL OF 1974 AND THE FALL OF 1975 HE WAS GIVEN 
AUDIENCES WITH MEMBERS OF THE NORTH KOREAN POLITBURO 
AND RANKING GOVERNMENT FIGURES. AND THAT FOLLOWING 
EACH OF THE TRIPS HE BRIEFED THE DEPARTMENT. SUBSEQUENTLY 
HE PUBLISHED HIS FINDINGS IN THE JANUARY 1975 AND 
JANUARY 1976 ISSUES OF ASIAN SURVEY. 

3. THIS TRIP WAS PLANNED ON SHORT NOTICE. RETURNING TO 
WASHINGTON FROM A YEAR S SABBATICAL IN JAPAN. HE FOUND A 
LETTER OF INVITATION DATED JUNE 22. HE DECIDED IMMEDIATE- 
LY TO ACCEPT AND, THROUGH THE PERSONAL INTERCESSION OF 
PRCLO'S AMBASSADOR HAN HSU - WHOM KIM DESCRIBES AS A 
"FRIEND ", HE RECEIVED A PRC VISA IMMEDIATELY. HE 
BOARDED A FLIGHT FOR PEKING, WHERE HE WAS MET ON JULY 7 
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4. KIM WAS TOLD THAT HIS BELATED ARRIVAL HAD MADE IT 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO MEET WITH THE NORTH KOREAN POLIT 
BURO MEMBERS, WHO BY THEN HAD LEFT THE COUNTRY AND WOULD 

NOT RETURN FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. (KIM DID NOT REVEAL WHICH MEMBERS 
THEY WERE.) KIM SUBSEQUENTLY TURNED DOWN AN OFFER TO 
VISIT PYONGYANG ON AN ESSENTIALLY PLEASURE EXCURSION. 

HE LEFT PEKING FOR WASHINGTON VIA TOKYO ON JULY 13. HE 
EXPECTS TO RECEIVE A FOLLOWUP INVITATION TO MAKE HIS 
VISIT SOMETIME IN THE FALL. 

5. KIM SPECULATES THAT PYONGYANG SEES IN HIM FIRST AN 
"INFLUENTIAL MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN KOREAN COMMUNITY" 

WITH WHICH THE NORTH KOREANS ARE "VERY INTERESTED" IN 
ESTABLISHING CONTACTS. FURTHER. KIM BELIEVES THAT 
PYONGYANG WISHES TO PASS A MESSAGE THROUGH HIM TO THE 
DEPARTMENT. (KIM WOULD NOT ELABORATE ON THE EXPECTED 
CONTENT.) ONLY LAST ARE THEY INTERESTED IN HIS VIEWS 
CONCERNING HIS ACADEMIC SPECIALTY: JAPANESE POLITICS, 

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO JAPAN-USSR AND JAPAN-CHINA 
RELATIONS. 
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